
 
 

 
 
 
 

Local Government Act 1972 
Whalley Parish Council  

Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee 
Members of the Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee, you are summoned to a 

Meeting to be held on Wednesday 9th July 2025, Whalley Old Grammar School at 7.00pm 
Signed:  EKHaworth 

Liz Haworth - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer, Whalley Parish Council 
 

Minutes 
Agenda items should be submitted to the Clerk seven clear days before the meeting. 

The Clerk will forward Councillors, all relevant information and supporting documents, 3 clear days 
before the meeting. 

 

 

Whalley Parish Clerk 
27 Waddow Grove 

Waddington, Clitheroe 
BB7 3JL 

M:07966 388843 
E:clerk@whalleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

1.  Attendance & Apologies  
 Present: Cllr Chiappi, Cllr Heyworth, Cllr Highton (Chairman) Cllr Vickers 

Apologies: Cllr Scholfield 
In Attendance: Liz Haworth (Clerk) 

139/25 

2. Declaration of Interests  
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
140/25 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Previous WWBJBC Meeting  
 It was resolved to approve and confirm the accuracy of the Minutes of the meeting 

held Wednesday 9th April 2025. 
 

141/25 

4. Financial Reports April, May, June 2025  
 It was resolved to approve Accounts, Payments, Receipts & Balances.  

 
 
 

142/25 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
5. Cemetery Inspection Review and Maintenance Visit  
 5.1 The committee reported that upon inspection, grave maintenance was 

predominantly of a high standard. 
 
Maintenance Work involved clearing dead flowers, and placing items outside of the 
memorial back onto the memorial plinths to adhere with Cemetery Policy. 
 
5.2 The next Cemetery Inspection Review and Maintenance Visit will take place on 
17th September 2025 at 1.30pm. 
 
 

143/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
144/25 



 

 

6. Cemetery Grounds   
 The committee received updates on the general grounds maintenance including; 

6.1 The area between the wall and the front fence of the cemetery – work is 
ongoing. 
6.2 The stoned area near the turning circle down to the Remembrance Garden – 
work will be undertaken when the work at the front of the cemetery has been 
completed so as not to spoil newly stoned area. 
6.3 Bench Maintenance – mainly in good repair. A couple that are the responsibility 
of the cemetery need some maintenance. Clerk to organise with the groundsman. 
The owners of the bench in the woodland have removed the bench as discussed.   
6.4 Pedestrian gate latch has been repaired. Cllr Highton is to source a clasp to go 
over the top of the new gates for extra support to keep the gates fixed closed and 
possibly replace the lock bolts and fixings. 
The committee commented that the pedestrian gate still requires some 
maintenance work – stripping and re-staining - and nominate Cllr Duckworth to 
offers some suggestions for this. 
 

 
145/25 
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148/25 
 
 
 
149/25 

7. Pathside Ashes Plots  
 7.1 It was approved to create a designated pathside plot area alongside the path to 

the woodland with path edgings and stones to match existing pathside areas at a 
cost of £2400 as per quote provided by D Uttley Services. 
 
7.2 Future ashes plot areas considered are the right hand side of the path to the 
woodland and the right hand side of the CE section alongside the footpath. 
 

150/25 
 
 
 
 
 
151/25 

8. Remembrance Garden   
 It was agreed that the Remembrance Garden would serve as an additional 

designated area for the scattering of ashes. The Clerk will contact the gardening 
contractors and request that the gardeners create seasonal planting sections within 
each of the four quartiles. A bench will be sited near the area to provide and area 
for reflection. 
 

152/25 

9. Plot Maintenance  
 The committee discussed the telephone conversation held on 29/5/2025 between 

the plot holder and the Clerk regarding plot 419. It was agreed that members of 
staff should not be subjected to abusive or inappropriate communication, and that 
all such cemetery matters or complaints should be referred directly to the 
committee. 
The committee also noted that many plot holders may not fully understand that 
their rights are limited to the exclusive right of burial in the plot and the right to 
erect a memorial. No rights extend beyond the memorial plinth, except for the 
placement of a single spiked flower vase. The committee reaffirmed its 
commitment to enforcing the Cemetery Policy, and its decisions in such matters are 
final. 
 

153/25 

10. Tree Inspection Reports  
 It was agreed to contract Bowland Tree Consultants for the Cemetery Tree Risk 

Assessment Report at a cost of £830.46. 
 
 
 

154/25 



 

 

11. Memorial Safety Policy  
 This item was to be reviewed after the next memorial safety inspection to ensure 

all practices are included. 
 

155/25 

12. Memorial Safety  
 Clerk to request a Memorial Safety inspection with D Uttley Memorial Services. 

 
156/25 

13. Complaints Policy  
 It was resolved to adopt the WWB Cemetery Complaints Procedure and clerk to 

upload to the WWB Cemetery website.  
 

157/25 

14. Reports by Cllrs & Clerk as INFORMATION only – Not for decision  
 Items arisen, correspondence received since the last meeting for information only, 

that may result in a future agenda item.  
 

 Plot 744 – removal of items from plot – not by committee 
 Plot 460 – unauthorised planters placed either side of plot  

 
 

 

158/25 

15. Next Meeting Dates  
 It was resolved to approve the next meeting to be held Wednesday 8th October 

2025 at 7.00pm at Whalley Old Grammar School. 
 

159/25 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.45pm 

Signed by Chairman:               Date: 

Councillor Martin Highton 

 

 


